[Small for gestational age: risk factor for neonatal mortality].
Variables of birth certificates were analysed as risk factors of SGA (Small for Gestational Age) infantis, and with a view to discovering if retarded intra-uterine growth was a risk factor neonatal mortality. Data were obtained directly from 11 hospital medical records. A cohort of 2.251 hospital live births was obtained. Linkage of the death and birth certificates was undertaken to identify the neonatal deaths. The study was carried out in Santo André county in the S. Paulo Metropolitan area in the period from 1/1 to 30/6/1992. There were 4.3% of SGA live births. A higher statistically significant proportion of SGA was found in pre-term and post-term live births, among live births of mothers with 35 years of age and over and in those whose mothers had less than complete primary education. The SGA live births showed a higher risk of neonatal death, even when allowing for gestational age. In areas where there is a low proportion of low birthweight, the presence of retarded intra-uterine growth may be an important risk factor to pre-term live births, due to the association between the pre-term and SGA. It would be easier to evaluate signs of retarded intra-uterine growth in the live birth population, if the gestational age data were registered, on the birth certificate in weeks.